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Lead Like Jesus – Collaborates
Small Group Discussion Guide
November 2, 2025

Sermon Recap
This week’s message focused on collaboration — the way Jesus invites others into the work of God’s Kingdom. From the Feeding of the 5,000 in Matthew 14:13–21, we see how Jesus doesn’t act alone. Jesus takes what people bring, blesses it, multiplies it, and gives it back to them to share. Collaboration in God’s mission means everyone participates, and no gift is too small.
Pastor Josh connected this story to Good Shepherd’s own mission — how, for decades God has provided through the faithful collaboration of this community. When we offer what we have, God multiplies it beyond what we can imagine. As Ephesians 3:20–21 reminds us, “God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.”

Opening Prayer
Generous God,
Thank you for calling us to join in your work of love and grace. Teach us to see our gifts as part of something larger than ourselves. Bless our hands, hearts, and commitments, that together we may serve your mission and share your abundance. Amen.

Icebreaker Question
Think of a time when you worked together with others to accomplish something meaningful. 
What made that collaboration effective and joyful?

Key Points
1. Collaboration is central to the way Jesus leads — inviting others to participate in miracles.
2. God’s abundance flows when we offer what we have, not when we hold back or try to do it alone.
3. True community happens when everyone brings their gifts to the table.
4. God has done immeasurably more through this congregation than we could have ever imagined.


Key Quotes
· “Jesus said, ‘put it in my hands. And watch this’.”
· “We see scarcity, God brings abundance. We see the impossible, God sees the potential.”
· “What we have is always insufficient. What God has is always more than sufficient.”
· “He created an alternative reality to the suffering and violence of this world. He created a better story.”

Bible Readings
· Matthew 14:13–21
· Ephesians 3:20–21
· Acts 2:42–47
· 1 Corinthians 12

Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus chose to involve the disciples in the feeding of the crowd?
2. How does collaboration in ministry strengthen faith and community?
3. What does this story teach us about scarcity and abundance?
4. In what ways have you seen God multiply small acts of generosity?
5. How can our church continue to collaborate faithfully for God’s mission in the coming year?

What’s Next?
This week, reflect on one gift or talent God has placed in your hands. How can you offer it in collaboration with others for the sake of God’s work? Pray for open hands and hearts that trust God to multiply what we bring.

Closing Prayer
God of abundance,
You invite us to be part of your miracles. Take what we offer — our time, our gifts, our love — and bless it for your purposes. Thank you for the community of Good Shepherd and for every person who shares in this mission. Multiply our faith and joy as we collaborate to serve you. Amen.
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